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who indicated that smoking is bad for the
whole body and that the Kick Butts campaign
is a good thing.]

The President. Thank you.
Governor Chiles. Mr. President, Lamont

and myself and all the kids at Pine View and
all of our PRIDE young people are just de-
lighted to have a chance to join with you
today.

The President. Thank you Governor. And
I want to thank that young student. He did
a terrific job.

I want to say again to the young people
who are listening on this call, you can very
often have a lot more influence on your peers
than the rest of us can. And I’ll keep working
in Washington to do what we should be doing
at the national level, but you have to do your
part in making sure that in your community
people don’t sell cigarettes to minors, that
we don’t have an excessive exposure to adver-
tising directed at young people. And you can
do it. You can have an impact on your class-
mates not to start smoking, and we can turn
this around.

So if we all work together, we’ll be success-
ful. And again, I want to thank you all for
being a part of this Kick Butts Day and for
being a part of a commitment to give your
generation a healthy and strong future.

God bless you all, and thank you very
much.

Governor Romer, are you on the phone?
Governor Romer. Yes, I am.
The President. Would you like to say a

word about your efforts in Colorado?

[Governor Roy Romer introduced Colorado,
California, and Texas students active in the
antismoking campaign. He then introduced
a student who had participated in a Butt Out
Day survey of local stores in which she found
tobacco products in the same isle with candy
and tobacco ads in magazines appealing to
young people.]

Governor Romer. Mr. President, thank
you. I just wanted to give you a report from
the West. I really appreciate your leadership
in this effort.

The President. Thank you. And I want
to thank Jenna and the other students for
the work they did on the survey, and for their
reports.

Keep after it. We’ll keep working, and
we’ll keep moving forward. I feel very good
about this. The degree of the intensity that
so many young people in America feel about
this issue is the most hopeful thing about it,
and we just all need to stay in there with
them and keep working. We can whip this
thing.

Thank you all very much, in all the 11 cities
on the phone, thank you very, very much.

NOTE: The President spoke by telephone at 1:25
p.m. from Woodbridge High School to partici-
pants across the Nation. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Ageno Otii, a student at Morey Middle
School, Denver, CO. Due to telephone difficul-
ties, the beginning of the President’s remarks
were inaudible, and a portion of the remarks could
not be verified because the tape was incomplete.

Remarks on Kick Butts Day in
Woodbridge
May 7, 1996

Thank you very much. Senator Lauten-
berg, thank you for your presence here and
your tireless efforts to help protect young
people from the dangers of smoking. Mayor
McGreevey, thank you for your warm wel-
come and your strong leadership and the
powerful statement that you made today. I
hope all of the citizens who elected you were
listening. And Jennifer Crea, thank you.
Didn’t she do a terrific job? Let’s give her
a hand. [Applause] I want to thank Bill Hait
from the New Jersey Cancer Institute and
Dave Brown and Harry Carson from the
New York Giants for appearing here before
me. I thank your superintendent, Lee Seitz,
and your principal, Dave Peterson, for mak-
ing me feel welcome here today.

I thank the band for being here today. And
I want to thank Professor John Slade and
your peer leader, Pam Chesky, and the stu-
dents who met with me earlier to talk about
their efforts to stem the tide of teen smoking.
I want to thank all of you who came up with
these signs; they’re great. I love this—they’re
great signs.

In his absence, I also want to recognize
one person who is not here, the public advo-
cate for New York City, Mark Green, who
came up with the idea for this National Kick
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Butts Day and organized it in cooperation
with the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.
He’s been working on this now for about 6
years, and I really appreciate his commit-
ment.

I want to talk to the young people here
a little in the beginning about how this issue
of young people smoking—or hopefully,
young people not smoking—fits into my vi-
sion for your lives. There is a reason that I
became the first President ever to take on
this issue, and it’s not a negative reason. It
is true that previous Presidents have not
done it, and it may be that the power of the
lobbies on the other side had something to
do with that. But I felt that we had no choice.

The Vice President lost a sister to lung
cancer at a very early age whom he loved
very much. My mother, who died of cancer
at the age of 70, smoked two packs a day
for most of her life till my 8-year-old daugh-
ter talked her out of it, much in the same
way Senator Lautenberg’s daughter talked
him out of it. But beyond that, I want you
to understand that we are doing what we’re
doing because I feel we have no choice, and
let me explain why.

I want all the young people here to grow
up in an America that is stronger and more
full of opportunity for you than any time in
our history before. And I believe that in
order for that to happen it is my responsibil-
ity, number one, to try to help provide oppor-
tunities for all those who are willing to work
for them; number two, to try to help bring
the American people together so that all this
diversity—I look out here in this student
body and I see the face of America—we have
more racial and ethnic groups represented
in our great, throbbing, thriving democracy
than any democracy in human history. And
if we can prove that we can all work together
and help each other and respect each other,
that will be an enormous asset in the global
society of the 21st century.

I want our country to be strong and to
lead the world for peace and freedom. And
in order for all that to happen, we’ve got to
have strong people. We have to give you the
tools to make the most of your own lives.
The first and most important of those is a
good education. But you also need a clean
environment and safe streets and commu-

nities that work and the opportunity to be
supported in a strong family. All these things
require a partnership between people in
public life and private citizens.

But none of this will amount to anything—
not the economic opportunities, not the op-
portunity for America to come together and
bridge our differences and be a stronger
community, not the strength of your country,
not even the quality of the educational sys-
tem or the fact that we got the crime rate
going down and we’re continuing to fight for
a clean environment—unless you—unless
you make the decision to make the most of
your own life.

And it starts with the decision to respect
who you are, to respect the resources that
God gave you, and to make the most of them.
That’s what this anti-teen smoking campaign
is all about. We now know what the health
dangers are. We now know that, advertising
notwithstanding, it is not a glamorous thing
to risk your health and your life.

The students that I just met with from
Woodbridge showed me an incredible collec-
tion of tobacco ads and trinkets, T-shirts, hats
and other give-aways, and tobacco products,
all of which were found right here in your
community, and all of which your fellow stu-
dents thought were enticing young people to
smoke. Now you’ve got a group of students
here and we recently—just before I came
out, I talked with students in 11 cities
throughout the country, all of whom are com-
mitted to turning this around. And I know
that in many ways the influence of young
people on their peers is far greater than the
influence of older people, even the Presi-
dent—maybe especially the President.
[Laughter]

So this is very hopeful. But our administra-
tion has issued a challenge to people all
across America and especially to our young
people to create a groundswell of involve-
ment to protect our children from the dan-
gers of tobacco.

Those of you who are volunteering in this
effort are collecting information about adver-
tising and availability of cigarettes, which can
help to save lives. It can certainly help to
influence business owners to be more vigilant
in checking the age of tobacco customers.
You may even do something like young peo-
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ple did in Santa Ana, California, when they
got billboard companies to remove cigarette
billboards located close to schools, You can
help encourage people to stay away from to-
bacco, and you can take on the message of
the advertising.

Now, all of these things are profoundly im-
portant. You’ve heard all the statistics, but
let me just tell you the one that grips me
the most—3,000 people under the age of 18
start smoking every day, and 1,000 of those
3,000 will die sooner because of it. Oh,
maybe they’ll die at 60 instead of 65. That
may seem a long way away to you when
you’re 18—it seems right around the corner
to me. [Laughter] And those 5 years get a
lot more important to you as you go along.
Not only that, you want to be healthy while
you’re living them if you can.

Now, we can’t control our genetic makeup;
we can’t control what may happen to us in
an unfortunate accident. Some of us will, it’s
terrible to say, may even become victims of
crime. That is no reason for giving up. We
should control those things which we can
control about our lives. Our obligation is to
live as long and as well as we can, to do as
much as we can with whatever lot we get
in life. We should not be self-destructive; we
should do no harm.

That’s what this whole thing is about—
3,000 kids start smoking every day; 1,000 will
die sooner because of it. All the other facts
are not nearly as compelling as that. Do you
want to take a one-in-three chance that
you’re going to shorten your life?

Let me tell you something. This is hard
for you to believe, but I can actually remem-
ber when I was in high school. [Laughter]
I have never missed one of my high school
reunions, never, not a one. Every 5 years I
show up, every 5 years. I have followed the
lives of my classmates, and I am telling you,
there are consequences to all the decisions
we make.

Your country needs you. We need you to
be well-educated. We need you to be able
to raise strong families. We need you to be
able to raise good kids yourselves. We need
you to be able to make contributions to com-
munities like this one. We need you to prove
all the cynics wrong when they say we can’t
adjust to this new society in which we’re liv-

ing, and no country can be a democracy with
as much diversity as we have. We need you
for all those reasons.

But you deserve the life you are going to
be given. Do not throw it away. One in three
chance that you will end your life sooner—
that is a lousy bargain for no benefit. Don’t
do it.

I’ll tell you something else we know. And
it’s already been said today, but I want to
say it again. About 90 percent of all new
smokers are young people under the age of
18. Almost a hundred percent of people who
are actually addicted to smoking start when
they’re under 18. You know, occasionally
somebody will try it when they’re 21 or 22
or 25. Almost never does anybody become
a regular, addicted smoker if they don’t start
when they’re young.

That’s an important thing to know. I want
to say to all of you, I know you can’t do this
alone. I’m gratified at the willingness of the
adults I met today to support you. I’m en-
couraged by the statements of the political
leaders here today in support of this endeav-
or. I know that there are things that we have
to do as well, but I also want to encourage
more people in this community to help. Our
religious institutions, our churches, our syna-
gogues in America, increasingly our temples
and our mosques—people imparting values
to young people to stand up and make the
most of their own lives and to say no. And
again I say, we need you young people to
influence one another.

We have, as you know, proposed ways to
crack down on advertising—Senator Lauten-
berg referred to it—that make—advertising
that makes young people think smoking is
cool. Last August, I announced the Food and
Drug Administration’s proposed regulations
to make it harder for minors to buy cigarettes
by reducing their access to vending machines
and free samples and by limiting ads that ap-
peal to young people.

In January we issued the Synar regulation,
named for the late former Congressman
from Oklahoma, Mike Synar, to demand that
in return for the Federal money they get,
States must do more to enforce their own
laws. The amazing thing is that it is illegal
for children to smoke in every State in Amer-
ica right now, but the laws are not being en-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 10:39 Jan 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P19MY4.007 p19my4



803Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / May 7

forced. Now we say if you want the Federal
money, enforce your own laws and do the
right thing.

In March of this year we had a meeting
at the White House with over a hundred
leaders in the areas of health, religion, sports,
business, education, and other services to
children, to highlight what they are now
doing to help prevent young people from
starting to smoke, and to pledge an even
more intense unified effort. We know busi-
nesses have a special role, and I want to talk
about this a moment. Businesses, of course,
have the legal right to sell cigarettes to adults,
but they also have a legal and moral respon-
sibility to prevent the sale to minors.

I met with a number of your students, as
I said before. Three of them told me they
went out to see if they could buy cigarettes.
Two were 16. One tried 10 times; the other
tried 5. They were 15 for 15 in buying ciga-
rettes and not even being carded—15 for 15.
One was 13, and smiled in a way that said
‘‘I know I look 13, not 18.’’ He was 3 for
8. And none of those 3 people that sold him
those cigarettes thought he was 18 years of
age, not a single one. So there’s a responsibil-
ity on the part of business to do better.

I was proud to announce at the White
House in March that the chairman of the
A&P supermarket chain will recommend to
his board this summer that the whole chain
discontinue the use of cigarette vending ma-
chines by the end of the year. And you may
have heard that just last week, the 3M Com-
pany and the Interfaith Center for Corporate
Responsibility reached an agreement that
3M would no longer accept tobacco advertis-
ing for its billboards, and good for them. This
is the first major national media company to
take this step. I want to commend Livio
DeSimone, the chairman and CEO of 3M,
and Reverend Michael Crosby of the Inter-
faith Center for this remarkable accomplish-
ment.

And finally, I’d like to say something to
the tobacco companies. Of course, the stu-
dents have to do their part and ultimately,
the decision is theirs. Of course, the rest of
us have to do our part. But you in the tobacco

business now surely see the clear emerging
consensus in America that advertising, bill-
boards, and promotions should not appeal to
the children of this country.

And so I urge you, be responsible. Do not
stay outside of and apart from this debate.
Do not engage in practices the American
people have rejected. Agree to the common-
sense restrictions proposed by the FDA last
year on advertising that affects children. Join
with us. Do the right thing. Don’t do the
wrong thing. Do the right thing. Do it now
and help us. Play your role in stopping this
problem before it starts for millions and mil-
lions and millions of young Americans.

I say again to you in closing, the young
people here in this auditorium and through-
out this country, those of us who are my age
and older, we’ve lived most of our lives.
Whatever happens to us, we probably have
more yesterdays than tomorrows. This is
about you. It’s about your future. It’s about
the kind of America you will live in. It’s the
kind of America you will leave for your chil-
dren. We are moving into this era of abso-
lutely unimaginable possibilities, in which, if
my generation does its job right, we will leave
to you more security from being destroyed
from without, more harmony of people work-
ing together in this country, and more oppor-
tunity than any generation of Americans has
ever known.

But you have to take advantage of the op-
portunity. And that means you need a good
education. It means you’re entitled to good
schools and safe streets and a clean environ-
ment. But first, it means you have to decide
to do no harm to yourself. Begin with that.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the gym-
nasium at Woodbridge High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor James E. McGreevey
of Woodbridge; Jennifer Crea, student, who intro-
duced the President; William Hait, M.D., direc-
tor, Cancer Institute of New Jersey; New York
Giants football player Dave Brown and former
New York Giants football player Harry Carson;
and John Slade, professor, Rutgers University
Medical School.
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Proclamation 6893—Mother’s Day,
1996
May 7, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s mothers hold a special place in

our hearts, providing the lessons and care
that have enabled generations of children to
embrace the opportunities of this great land.
They embody the compassion, devotion, and
energy that have always defined our national
character, and their daily efforts anchor our
country’s commitment to the fundamental
values of respect and tolerance. Mothers im-
part both the strength that enables us to face
our challenges and the love that comforts and
sustains us.

As we honor our Nation’s mothers for past
and present accomplishments, we recognize
that mothers’ roles have changed significantly
in recent years. Today, mothers are CEOs
and teachers, physicians and nurses, elected
officials and PTA presidents, police officers
and volunteers, homemakers and heads of
households. Many serve on the front lines
of the struggle against violence and poverty.
These women—problem-solvers, caregivers,
and teachers—are using their talents in every
sector of our society, helping all Americans
to look forward with hope and faith in the
future.

Mother’s Day has long been a welcome
opportunity to celebrate motherhood and to
remember our mothers—whether biological,
foster, or adoptive. To reflect on all we have
gained from our mothers’ guidance and to
remember their sacrifices, the Congress, by
a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday
in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and re-
quested the President to call for its appro-
priate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 12, 1996, as Moth-
er’s Day. I urge all Americans to express their
gratitude for the many contributions made
by our mothers and to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 8, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in
Jersey City, New Jersey
May 7, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you so much.
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for the
warm New Jersey welcome. Whoopie Gold-
berg, thank you for what you said and what
you’ve done and for all the time you have
given and the time you’re willing to give be-
cause you never forgot where you came from
and never stopped caring about how other
people are doing who aren’t as fortunate as
you are. Thank you, and God bless you.

I want to thank all the dinner Chairs and
Chairman Fowler and your State chairman,
Tom Byrne, and my former colleagues, Jim
Florio and Brendan Byrne, and Peter Duchin
who’ve I’ve been enjoying for a year or 2
now, since I was a younger man.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to Ray Lesniak because it’s his birthday to-
night, so I know we’re all glad—[applause].
I want to thank Senator Lautenberg for what
he said and for what he’s done in Washing-
ton, for standing up especially for the envi-
ronment under a period of incredibly intense
assault from the majority in Congress. [Ap-
plause] Yes, you ought to clap for him be-
cause he did that.

And as he leaves the United States Senate,
I’d like to thank Senator Bradley for his 18
years of service to New Jersey and to Amer-
ica, for many, many years of friendship, coun-
sel, and advice to me, and for the support
that he gave this administration in the last
31⁄2 years. I know we all wish him well, and
we know that the next chapter of his life will
doubtless be just as exciting as the ones that
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